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LETTER TO DELEGATES 

Dear Delegates, 

As chairs of the Middle Eastern Caucus in SALMUN 2019, we are honored to be your 
mentors during this conference. This year’s caucus is craving full engagement,  participation, and 
persuasion skills for the challenges presented to be solved. 

This year’s topics have been chosen carefully, they are impacting all delegations present 
in the committee, meaning that respectful and thorough resolutions be made to tackle the issues. 
The horrible attacks that have been happening between Israel and Palestine are one of the most 
gruesome humanitarian conflicts in the 21st - century. This conflict not only involves most of the 
countries in the Middle East but has also grabbed the attention of countries such as the United 
States. Through several years the territorial dispute has led to millions of deaths including 
civilians, both sides fail to recognize their downfall and until this day continues with slaughter as 
their go-to option. The Middle East struggles with un-authorized nuclear development, this is 
raising tensions in certain areas of the region which can lead to many unwanted wars and 
casualties. These conflicts are for you to solve delegates, through well-thought clauses and 
arguments you can achieve anything. This is in your hands, good luck delegates! 

For further information, all delegates will be added to a known platform for all 
documents to be posted. Three-position papers will be written and submitted for delegates to be 
eligible for awards. We encourage you to still go out of your comfort zone, don’t only use the 
information provided in the study guide. Now delegates please research deeply on the 
aforementioned topics and come prepared with your debating skills and good clauses, UN 
documents are always encouraged for further success. 

We hold great excitement to meet great negotiators and diplomats of the future, who are               
prompt to find a compromise in the midst of opposing sides and determined to come up with                 
solutions to all of the issues being discussed! If you have any questions, comments, or concerns,                
please reach out to us! 

    Sincerely, 

 

Iuri Bertié 

Pan American School of Bahia 

21bertiei@pasb.com.br 
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Mathias Petersen 

Pan American School of Bahia 

22peterseni@pasb.com.br 

 

COMMITTEE DESCRIPTION 

The Middle Eastern Caucus is not your average committee. For those of you who don't 
know, SALMUN has it’s committee’s spread within regional caucuses. The Middle Eastern 
Caucus is a committee that is devoted to tackling the issues that are currently happening in the 
Middle East. The Middle Eastern region has suffered for countless years with various civil wars 
and disputes between terrorist groups and nations. These conflicts have made the region a war 
zone. Countless cities and towns have been destroyed, millions of people have died or have been 
intensely injured. The situation is dire enough without even taking into account the colossal 
refugee crisis that is impacting almost all of the countries directly. All these issues have had a 
great influence on how the region is operating and the relations between the countries.  

As delegates of the Middle Easter caucus, you will be expected to debate about 
controversial topics and maybe even suggest solutions. Having previous knowledge about 
international relations will be useful. The topics being discussed will be: Tackling 
Israeli-Palestinian and Appeasing Dispute Over the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Addressing the 
denuclearization of the Middle East conflict and Resolving the Syrian Refugee Crisis. 
 

Relevant Documents 

- UN Charter 
- UN Documents  
- Regional UN Bodies 
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 Israeli troops detaining Palestinian Protester 

         http://alray.ps/en/index.php?act=post&id=10927 
 

 
 

Topic A: Tackling Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
and Appeasing Dispute Over the West Bank and 

Gaza Strip 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

According to “Global Conflict Tracker” :  

“The Israeli-Palestinian conflict dates back to the end of the nineteenth century, primarily 

as a conflict over territory. After the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, the Holy Land was divided into three 

parts: the State of Israel, the West Bank (of the Jordan River), and the Gaza Strip. Successive 

wars resulted in minor shifts of territory until the Yom Kippur War in October 1973, when Egypt 

and Syria launched a surprise attack on Israel because of Israel’s occupation of the Sinai 

Peninsula and the Golan Heights. The conflict was calmed by the Camp David Accords in 1979, 

which bound Egypt and Israel in a peace treaty. 

Yet, once the wars over territory were over, a surge in violence and uprisings among the 

Palestinians began. The first intifada, in 1987, was an uprising comprising hundreds of thousands 

of Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The 1993 Oslo Accords mediated the 

conflict, setting up a framework for the Palestinians to govern themselves and establishing 

relations between the newly established Palestinian Authority and Israel’s government. In 2000, 

inspired by continuing Palestinian grievances, the second intifada began and was much bloodier 

than the first. After a wave of violence between Israelis and Palestinians in 2015, Palestinian 

President Mahmoud Abbas announced that Palestinians would no longer be bound by the Oslo 

Accords.  

In 2013, the United States attempted to revive the peace process between the Israeli 

government and the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank. However, peace talks were 

disrupted when the Fatah—the Palestinian Authority’s ruling party—formed a unity government 

with its rival faction, Hamas, in 2014. The rivals’ reconciliation process has proceeded haltingly 

since, with the two signing an additional agreement in October 2017. 

Since taking office, the Donald J. Trump administration has made achieving an 

Israeli-Palestinian deal a priority, but has yet to release its long-awaited proposal for a peace 

process. Trump’s decision to relocate the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, reversing longstanding 

U.S. policy, was met with applause among the Israeli leadership but condemned by Palestinian 
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https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18079996/israel-palestine-conflict-guide-explainer
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1977-1980/camp-david
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1993-2000/oslo
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/01/world/middleeast/mahmoud-abbas-palestinian-authority-un-speech.html
https://www.cfr.org/explainer-video/oslo-accords-history-lessons
https://www.cfr.org/explainer-video/oslo-accords-history-lessons
http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/foreignpolicy/peace/guide/pages/israel-palestinian%20negotiations.aspx
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Fatah
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/rival-palestinian-factions-hamas-and-fatah-reach-unity-plan-after-10-year-split/2017/10/12/f0da54ae-af39-11e7-9e58-e6288544af98_story.html?utm_term=.358e3e514853
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/388398-trump-admin-looking-at-june-release-for-mideast-peace-plan-report
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-president-trump-jerusalem/
https://apnews.com/cb3a22180dd34947b59a73d05a07fe87
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leaders and others in the Middle East and Europe. Israel considers the “complete and united 

Jerusalem” its capital, but Palestinians claim East Jerusalem as the capital of their future state. 

Prior to the most recent wave of clashes between Israelis and Palestinians, there had been many 

outbreaks of violence and instability. In the summer of 2014, clashes in the Palestinian territories 

precipitated a military confrontation between the Israeli military and Hamas in which Hamas 

fired nearly three thousand rockets at Israel and Israel retaliated with a major offensive in Gaza. 

The skirmish ended in late August 2014 with a cease-fire deal brokered by Egypt, but only after 

73 Israelis and 2,251 Palestinians were killed.” 

 
 

 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Destroying Civilians’ Homes in Syria 

https://files.cfr.org/interactive/sites/default/files/conflicts/Israel-explosion-in-Gaza.jpg 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-palestinians/suspected-israeli-revenge-killing-of-palestinian-triggers-clashes-idUSKBN0F70AD20140702
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/07/15/world/middleeast/toll-israel-gaza-conflict.html
http://mfa.gov.il/MFA/ForeignPolicy/Issues/Pages/Israel-accepts-Egyptian-ceasefire-26-Aug-2014.aspx
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/key-figures-2014-hostilities
https://files.cfr.org/interactive/sites/default/files/conflicts/Israel-explosion-in-Gaza.jpg
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POSITION OF MAJOR COUNTRIES 

Lebanon - In 1917, the Balfour Declaration promised a national home for the Jewish 

people. But the conflict started in 1948. The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict has affected 

Lebanon in many ways. In 1971, the Palestinian Liberation Organization was kicked 

from Jordan and fled to Lebanon, after Israel established peace with Jordan. Tensions 

started to rise and in 1975 the Civil War started. It lasted for 15 years. Israel decided to 

attack Lebanon, so they could get to the PLO. They ended up killing around 20,000 

people, mostly civilians. Anti-Israeli groups such as the Hezbollah utilized the border 

between Israel and Lebanon to send missiles over Israel. The Hezbollah, a Shia Islamist 

group funded by Iran, is a major force in Lebanese Politics, so Lebanon is extremely 

against Israel. Lebanon has received many Palestinians refugees fleeing the conflict. The 

UN has sent peacekeepers to Lebanon, Israel, and Palestine to control the conflict, but it 

is not even close to affecting the conflict positively. In the border of Israel with Palestine, 

there are a lot of Israeli soldiers shooting at will at Palestinians with no pity, while the 

Palestinians don’t even carry guns. Inhuman acts by the Israeli Army, and no interaction 

by the UN Peacekeepers. 

 
Iran - The United Nations incentives and have tried to split the land between both 

parties, however, it has always failed. Furthermore, Iran is completely against Israel in 

the conflict, taking into consideration Palestine’s right to be recognized as a country. The 

country believes that all current and former inhabitants of the Palestinian territory should 

participate in a referendum and decide about their fate and future. The Supreme Leader 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei states "Those who are true Palestinians and have been living in 

Palestine over a hundred years ago–Muslims, Christians, and Jews–wherever they are, 
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either in the occupied lands or outside of them. They should be surveyed. Their vote 

should be applied.” 

 
 

Egypt - In 1978 Egypt signed a peace treaty with Israel. This was the first treaty signed 

by an arab nation regarding this matter. The treaty involves massives amounts of 

american aid for both Egypt and Israel. The treaty also forbids Egypt from a military 

presence in the bordering Sinai Peninsula, this has helped militant and criminal groups 

flourish there. 

 
 

Syria - The Syrian government is quite hostile to Israel. Syria is aligned with Iran, 

Israel’s greatest adversary in the region today. Syria also wants the Golan Heights, 

militarily useful land Israel seized during their 1967 war, back.  

 
 
Jordan - Jordan is Israel’s eastern neighbor. It has both a peace treaty with Israel and 

houses the largest concentration of Palestinians refugees. It’s also the one of Israel’s 

neighbors where Palestinians have full citizenship rights. However, there are many 

refugees who are shoved into crowded camps and generally poorly treated, due to the fact 

that Jordan doesn’t possess many resources. This is why Palestinians are skeptical of 

Jordan’s claim to support the Palestinian cause. 
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

1917 - Balfour Declaration promises a home for Jewish people 
 
May 14, 1948 - The Jewish People's Council gathered at the Tel Aviv Museum, and approved a 
proclamation declaring "the establishment of a Jewish state in Eretz Israel, to be known as the 
State of Israel"The British Mandate over Palestine terminated 

May 15, 1948 - Members of the Arab League, the Holy War Army and the Arab Liberation 
Army, marched their forces into what had the previous day ceased to be the British Mandate for 
Palestine. The League of Arab States sent a cablegram to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations saying, "On the occasion of the intervention of Arab States in Palestine to restore law 
and order and to prevent disturbances prevailing in Palestine from spreading into their territories 
and to check further bloodshed". 

February to July, 1949 - Israel completed its armistice program with neighbouring countries. 
This list included: Egypt, Jordan, Transjordan and Syria.  

1948 to 1966 - Israel made 99 complaints about the invasion of armed groups in its territory. 
This resulted in many conflicts and thousands of deaths.  

June 1967 - The Six Day War 

October 1973 - Yom Kippur War 

July 16, 1989 - The Tel Aviv Jerusalem Bus 405 Massacre 

1990 - 120 Palestinians were killed by Israelis security forces 

1991- 91 Palestinians were killed by Israelis security forces in the Madrid Conference  

May 24, 2000 - Israeli forces withdrew from South Lebanon 

February 28, 2008 - Operation “Hot Winter” begins 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_People%27s_Council
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_War_Army
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DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

 
Nakba - The 1948 Palestinian exodus, also known as the Nakba, occurred when more 
than 700,000 Palestinian Arabs fled or were expelled from their homes, during the 1948 
Palestine war. 

 

Cease-fire - A temporary stoppage of a war in which each side agrees with the other to 
suspend aggressive actions. 

 

The First Intifada - A Palestinian uprising against the Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

 

Golan Heights - A region in the Levant, spanning about 1,800 square kilometres. 
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FURTHER RESEARCH 

 

❖ https://history.state.gov/milestones/1977-1980/camp-david 

❖ https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18079996/israel-palestine-conflict-guide-expl

ainer 

❖ https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080074/israeli-palestinian-conflict-saudi-a

rabia-iran-turkey-egypt-jordan-syria-lebanon 

❖ https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/israeli-palestin

ian-conflict 

❖ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wo2TLlMhiw 

❖ https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-44124396 

❖ https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/israel/palestine 

❖ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_the_Israeli%E2%80%93Palestinia

n_conflict 
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https://history.state.gov/milestones/1977-1980/camp-david
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https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18079996/israel-palestine-conflict-guide-explainer
https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080074/israeli-palestinian-conflict-saudi-arabia-iran-turkey-egypt-jordan-syria-lebanon
https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080074/israeli-palestinian-conflict-saudi-arabia-iran-turkey-egypt-jordan-syria-lebanon
https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wo2TLlMhiw
https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-44124396
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/israel/palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_the_Israeli%E2%80%93Palestinian_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_the_Israeli%E2%80%93Palestinian_conflict
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  Nuclear missile being tested in Iran 

                  https://edition.cnn.com/2013/11/07/world/meast/irans-nuclear-capabilities-fast-facts/index.html 
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Topic B: Addressing the Denuclearization of 
the Middle East 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Nuclear bombs have been a threat since the traumatic end of WWII. Through 

organizations such as the UN countries worldwide have agreed upon who should have the power 

to produce nuclear weapons. Few countries such as the P5 nations of the Security Council have 

full access to nuclear power, while others such as India, DPRK, and Pakistan are unrestricted 

NPT (Treaty of non-proliferation on nuclear weapons) members, meaning they have the 

capability to produce the weapons but not use them. Being an unrestricted member of the NPT is 

good for a reason, the countries listed above aren’t trusted to wield the power of nuclear 

weapons, they might use it on un-pressing matters that have no need for a weapon of mass 

destruction. This is the crisis in the Middle East, can countries in a peninsula which undergo 

constant war have nuclear power?  
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Middle Eastern states implemented on the Iranian Nuclear Deal 
              https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/iran-and-arab-world-after-nuclear-deal 

 

 
 
Middle Eastern Conflicts 
 

The Middle East is one of the most dangerous areas to be around nowadays. There are 

approximately 14 active conflicts in the Middle East since the 2000s, these conflicts have been 

damaging the Middle Eastern reputation worldwide, leaving it out of plenty of deals and 

negotiations. The Iraqui insurgency, Iraqui Kurdish conflict, and the Syrian civil war are all 

major conflicts that are crippling the Middle East and showing the international community how 

certain countries could not hold the responsibility of having nuclear power. There have been 

millions of casualties over the centuries, many wounded, and even more immigration issues with 

people being forced or kicked out of their own country due to violence or the government.  

 
 

The JCPOA 
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The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action or most commonly known JCPOA is a group 

formed by the P5 +1 and Iran. This group was formed after Iran insisted through several years on 

a nuclear program. A deal was made in which all nations present in the group accepted that Iran 

would have the ability to produce nuclear energy, Iran insisted on the weapons but got no 

response from the other members. No one trusted Iran enough to have its own weapons of mass 

destruction, the agreement made would only allow nuclear energy to be produced and that 

members of the international community would be able to constantly check for any production of 

weapons by Iran.  The JCPOA would further have Iran decrease it’s uranium production by 98% 

to 300g for 15 years, have Iran seize any plutonium development, and have most materials 

needed to make a quick bomb seized if Iran decided to do so. “Under the deal, Iran gained access 

to more than $100bn in assets frozen overseas and was able to resume selling oil on international 

markets and using the global financial system for trade,” this improvement for Iran would not 

last too long. Due to the US stepping away from the agreement for personal reasons and 

re-imposing sanctions on Iran and any of its trading partners, Iran will lose this improvement and 

also lose one of its main nuclear supporters.  

 

 Nuclear Development in the Rest of the Middle East   
 

All countries in the Middle Eastern region want some kind of nuclear development. As 

stated above countries such as Pakistan, Israel, and Iran have nuclear development, with many 

restrictions set by the NPT. Now regarding Syria, who was not allowed by the NPT to have any 

kind of nuclear development due to its unreliability. This mistrust has just proven itself-right 

when the US’s CIA caught Syria halfway into building a secret nuclear reactor with the help of 

the DPRK. Syria has no nuclear development and is now forced to support Iran. Egypt recently 

announced plans to build a number of nuclear power stations to generate electricity. It says 

energy security is important to its development. The US has stated that it will support Egypts 

nuclear development. The Gulf states which include: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, and the 

United Arab Emirates have declared that they are not interested in the production of weapons but 

of a civilian nuclear power supply. France has signed a deal to help the UAE build a nuclear 
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reactor. As for Jordan, they plan to follow Egypt and the Gulf States by using their plants for 

energy and desalination.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

POSITION OF MAJOR NATIONS 

Iran  

Iran has been involved with nuclear development for years now. The denuclearization of 

the Middle East depends on how the JCPOA will play out. If Iran doesn’t get its nuclear 

power then many countries such as Syria will be left without any source of nuclear 

energy. Iran holds one of the biggest cards in this conflict since it has made an agreement 

with the JCPOA leading it to have nuclear production and even weapons in the near 

future. Iran doesn’t want to give up its nuclear power for anything, even though the US is 

not on its side anymore, it still has the rest of the JCPOA members supporting it. Many 

investments have been dedicated to nuclear development in Iran, therefore under no 
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circumstances will it back down from its so precious agreement. Iran will support any 

other country willing to stand behind their agreement and ready to make big investments 

in their productions.  

 

Pakistan 

As one of the few that actually possess restricted nuclear firepower in the Middle East, 

Pakistan has an enormous influence over what takes place during this conflict. Pakistan is 

apart of the NPT which means that it has full support from the international community 

on its nuclear power. Pakistan, however, is restricted on its supplies and over the years 

has learned to utilize it with the best of purposes. Pakistan does support its own nuclear 

development but not so much its neighbors. There is a major competition in the Middle 

East with firepower, economy, and many others, Pakistan doesn’t want its enemies to 

possess the same nuclear power as them. This makes countries such as Iran and Syria 

enemies of Pakistan due to their great interest in big nuclear development.  

 

Israel 

Israel is not a country of many allies in the Middle Eastern area. It also possesses 

restricted nuclear power but is not fully recognized as a member by the NPT. Israel has 

the same mentality as Pakistan, it desired to be the only country to have powerful nuclear 

development. The influence over the denuclearization of the region also remains in the 

hands of Israel. The country would like to keep its program with the full support of the 

US  and go over the different possibilities of why the remaining countries would like 

their nuclear support. Allies of Israel will have a greater chance of gaining Israeli support 

and even the US’. 

 

Syria 
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Syria has stated before that it didn’t want anything to do with nuclear development, they 

were afraid of future wars. This is slightly ironic since a secret nuclear reactor was 

halfway built with the help of the DPRK. Syria has no support whatsoever of the 

international community and is not trusted by its fellow neighboring countries. With the 

exception of Iran, who would like to help Syria throughout the JCPOA. Due to conflicts 

with P5 members this decision is yet to be discussed. For now, Syria has no nuclear 

power and is only supported by Iran. Syria would like to be recognized for nuclear 

development but will need to present convincing facts to make the rest of the 

international community believe that it would only use nuclear power for neutral 

purposes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

 
1968 - Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
 
January 2008 -UAE signed a deal with a French company to build two nuclear reactors. 
 
May 2008 - The U.S. and Saudi Arabia agreed to establish a nuclear cooperation 
relationship and Saudi Arabia joined the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI). 
 
April 2013 - Egypt withdraws from sessions of  the NPT, stating that it is dissatisfied 
with how other countries are dealing with the seriousness of the issue in the Middle East 
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July 2015 - Saudi Arabia announced their intention to develop a “military nuclear 
program” within a decade.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

 
JCPOA - This is the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. A group made out of the P5 
nations, Germany, and Iran. This organization was created in order to enable Iran to 
produce nuclear energy but also supervise it. 

 

NPT - The treaty of non-proliferation on nuclear weapons is an organization that was 
created to prevent and moderate the spread of nuclear weapons.  

 

Denuclearization -  Means to remove any nuclear resources or weapons from a certain 
area.  
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Proliferation Security Initiative - A multinational response to the challenge posed by 
the threat of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FURTHER RESEARCH 
 

❖ https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/  
❖ https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/nuclear-proliferation-in-the-middl

e-east 
❖ https://orientxxi.info/magazine/denuclearizing-the-middle-east-resolving

-the-arab-israeli-conflict,2552  
❖ https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-33521655 
❖ http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7367475.stm  
❖ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_states_with_nuclear_weapons  
❖ https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/05/13/iran-may-be-bluffing/ 
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Picture of Syrian Refugees 

https://www.hias.org/hias-response-syrian-refugee-crisis 
 
 

Topic C: Resolving the Syrian Refugee Crisis 
 

 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

According to the Global Conflict Tracker:  
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“What began as protests against President Assad’s regime in 2011 quickly escalated into 

a full-scale war between the Syrian government—backed by Russia and Iran—and 

anti-government rebel groups—backed by the United States, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and others in 

the region. Three campaigns drive the conflict: coalition efforts to defeat the Islamic State, 

violence between the Syrian government and opposition forces, and military operations against 

Syrian Kurds by Turkish forces. 

The Islamic State began seizing control of territory in Syria in 2013. After a series of 

terrorist attacks coordinated by the Islamic State across Europe in 2015, the United States, the 

United Kingdom, and France—with the support of Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and other Arab 

partners—expanded their air campaign in Iraq to include Syria. Together, these nations have 

conducted over eleven thousand airstrikes against Islamic State targets in Syria, while the 

U.S.-led coalition has continued its support for ground operations by the SDF. Turkish troops 

have been involved in ground operations against the Islamic State since 2016, and have launched 

attacks against armed Kurdish groups in Syria. Meanwhile, at the request of the Syrian 

government in September 2015, Russia began launching airstrikes against what it claimed were 

Islamic State targets, while Syrian government forces achieved several notable victories over the 

Islamic State, including the reclamation of Palmyra. According to the U.S.-led coalition against 

the Islamic State, 98 percent of the territory formerly held by the group in Iraq and Syria, 

including Raqqa and Deir al-Zour, has been reclaimed by Iraqi security forces and the SDF. 

With Russian and Iranian support, the Syrian government has steadily regained control of 

territory from opposition forces, including the opposition’s stronghold in Aleppo in 2016. The 

regime has been accused of using chemical weapons numerous times over the course of the 

conflict, resulting in international condemnation in 2013, 2017, and 2018. Opposition forces 

have maintained limited control in Idlib, in northwestern Syria, and on the Iraq-Syria border. 

Efforts to reach a diplomatic resolution have been unsuccessful. Geneva peace talks on 

Syria—a UN-backed conference for facilitating a political transition led by UN Special Envoy 

Staffan de Mistura—have not been successful in reaching a political resolution, as opposition 

groups and Syrian regime officials struggle to find mutually acceptable terms for resolving the 

conflict. A new round of peace talks began in Geneva in May 2017 with an eighteen-person 
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delegation from Syria but has since stalled. Also in 2017, peace talks initiated by Russia in 

Astana, Kazakhstan, with Iran, Turkey, and members of Syria’s government and armed 

opposition leaders resulted in a cease-fire agreement and the establishment of four de-escalation 

zones. However, shortly after the cease-fire was announced, attacks by Syrian government forces 

against rebel-held areas in the de-escalation zones resumed.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSITION OF MAJOR BLOCKS 

Syria 
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 Syria is the most important country in this topic. For a solution to be proposed, Syria will 

have to be a part of it. The country is already suffering enough with many internal 

conflicts which are leading to millions of civilians to leave their homes. Measures will 

have to be taken inside Syria, for that, the country itself will have to accept help from 

others. Syria will have the help of its allies and most importantly Iran, Syria has strict 

measures on how it wants this conflict dealt with. Other countries will have to respect 

Syria's wishes or force upon a new solution to save the millions of civilians being killed 

and forced out of the country.  

 

Iran 

 Iran is Syria’s major allie and supporter. Tehran has supported the Assad government 

since at least 2012, giving the regime extensive military aid in the form of training, 

weapons and intelligence sharing. It has also deployed Iran's elite military force, the 

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), and Shiite militias from across the region. 

Its ally Hezbollah in Lebanon is also a major backer of the Assad regime. Iran has 

directly and indirectly been fighting against both moderate and extremist factions in the 

Syrian opposition, including terrorist groups such as ISIS. Syria has long been Iran's chief 

ally in the Middle East. Propping up Assad ensures an ally against Iran's regional rivals, 

Israel and Saudi Arabia. Tehran also needs Syria to transport weapons to Hezbollah, 

which also opposes Israel, in neighboring Lebanon. Iran's larger goal is to create a land 

corridor extending from Iran to Lebanon through Iraq and Syria.  

 

 

 

Iraq  

As one of the neighboring countries of Syria, Iraq has great influence over the fate of the 

crisis. Terrorist groups such as ISIS have been battling and creating chaos with Assad’s 
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government forces, these internal conflicts have led to millions of deaths and the 

destruction of many cities in Syria. Iraq has decided to support Syria by trying to create a 

ceasefire between the government and extremist factions, It has also allowed Syrian 

refugees to flee towards camps in the Iraqui border. Iraq doesn’t have such a good 

relation with other countries but its worst enemy is its own people. Iraq has been fighting 

against factions and terrorist groups for many years now inside its own country.  

 

Lebanon 

The Syrian civil war was not easy for many neighboring countries such as Lebanon. Due 

to the war, millions of refugees have fled to lebanese territory and been held there. 

Lebanon is the neighboring country which holds the most refugees out of Syria. There are 

so many refugees that hundreds of Lebanese civilians decided to attack them and leave 

them untreated. Lebanon has a twisted relation with Syria because of these actions, they 

are not in the best of terms but are willing to work together to solve the issue. Lebanon 

has been struggling more with its own people than with other countries, much like Iraq.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

2011 -  
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March – Beginning of unrest in Syria. 

May – Syrian families begin to flee their homes. In Turkey, the first refugee camps open. 

2012 - 

July – UNHCR and Jordanian authorities open Za’atari Refugee Camp. In just a year, it will host 

some 120,000 refugees. 

December – The number of Syrians seeking refuge in other countries reaches half a million. 

2013 - 

March – A tragic milestone: one million Syrian refugees registered with UNHCR. 

April – UNHCR warns of the increased need for funds to support the Syrians seeking safety in 

host countries like Jordan and Lebanon. We work to support both refugees and local 

communities in these countries. 

August – The number of Syrian refugee children reaches one million. 

2014 - 

June – Nearly half of Syria’s 22 million population is estimated to be affected by the conflict and 

in need of immediate humanitarian aid. 

October – More and more Syrians risk deadly sea journeys to reach safety in Europe. 

2015 - 

July – The number of Syrian refugees tops the four million mark. 

August – The UN Security Council expresses grave alarm over the continuing crisis in Syria, 

estimated to have claimed 250,000 lives and displaced 12 million people. 

September – The image that shocked the world: the body of Syrian toddler Aylan Kurdi washed 

up on a Turkish beach after a failed attempt to reach Greece. UNHCR teams in Greece and other 

transit countries work around the clock to offer protection and support to those arriving in 

Europe in search of safety. 

2016 - 
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January – UNHCR joins a humanitarian convoy to deliver life-saving aid to starving civilians 

trapped in besieged towns in Syria. More convoys follow, bringing UNHCR blankets, winter 

clothes and other aid to families in desperate need. 

July-August – The battle for Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, displaces thousands. UNHCR rushes to 

provide shelter and basic items like blankets to those left out on the streets. 

December –UNHCR delivers vital aid to Aleppo, including winter clothes, to keep displaced 

families warm during the cold months. 

2017 -  

January – UN Refugee Chief Filippo Grandi heads to Syria. Moved by the scale of the 

devastation, he calls for faster humanitarian aid for Syrians in desperate need. 

March – The number of people fleeing the war in Syria surpasses five million. 

December – Nearly 60 percent of Syrian refugee households in Lebanon now live in extreme 

poverty (under US$2.87 per person per day), forcing families to make tough choices just to 

survive. Across the region, UNHCR steps up aid as displaced Syrians brace for another winter. 

2018 - 

January – UN Secretary-General António Guterres appeals for humanitarian access, strict respect 

for international humanitarian law and the protection of civilians affected by the ongoing Syria 

crisis. 

 

 

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
 

Coalition - The term "coalition" is the denotation for a group formed when two or more 
people, factions, states, political parties, militaries etc. agree to work together temporarily 
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in a partnership to achieve a common goal.  

 

Palmyra - an ancient Semitic city in present-day Homs Governorate, Syria. 

Raqqa and Deir al-Zour - Cities in Syria  

 

Aleppo - City in Syria, serving as the capital of the Aleppo Governorate, the most 
populous Syrian governorate. 

 
The Geneva Peace Talks - Peace negotiations between the Syrian government and the 
Syrian opposition under the supervision of the United Nations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FURTHER RESEARCH 
 

❖ https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/civil-war-syria 
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❖ https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c34j1pzymn2t/syrian-refugees 

❖ https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-refugee-crisis-what-y

ou-need-know-and-how-help 

❖ https://www.unhcr.org/ph/13427-seven-years-timeline-syria-crisis.html 

❖ https://www.dw.com/en/syria-conflict-what-do-the-us-russia-turkey-and-iran-

want/a-41211604 
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