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LETTER TO DELEGATES 
 

Delegates, 
 

The chairs of the African Caucus look forward to an engaged and fruitful debate at this                
year's SALMUN. We are eager to witness you persevere in finding peaceful and effective              
solutions to prominent conflicts in the African region.  

As some of you have never participated in MUN before, feel free to seek advice and do                 
not hesitate to get in touch with us through email or approach at school. The African Caucus                 
requires a high level of participation and effort for a conductive debate. Therefore, make sure               
you are all familiar with the procedure rules before the conference, and if you are unsure about                 
something, don't be afraid to ask us as well. We contemplate in witnessing your growth both as                 
delegates and citizens of the world.  

Don't miss out on the deadlines to prevent you from not being eligible for awards, so turn                 
in all position papers on time. Well developed position papers will help you get a sense of the                  
topic according to your national view, therefore, benefiting your conduct and the debate as a               
whole. Resolutions are not required prior, however, if you want feedback from us, make sure to                
have them ready and sent before the conference. We will follow standard MUN procedure, with               
at least two resolutions featured and up for debate per topic during the conference.  

The chairs are excited to meet everyone and observe all the effective solutions you all               
will deliver to the debate. We hope to contribute to making this a great conference for all of us.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Bruna Góes 

Pan American School of Bahia 

20goesb@pasb.com.br 

 

Nina Batista 

Pan American School of Bahia 

21batistan@pasb.com.br 
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COMMITTEE DESCRIPTION 

The African Caucus is a committee created with the mission to solve prominent conflicts              

in the region, therefore, all members are from Africa. Delegations in the caucus have to keep in                 

mind that since it is a regional committee, resolutions cannot use military action, so participants               

must be creative as to find a peaceful and effective solution. Overall, the main goal of this                 

committee is to bring to light issues in Africa and solve them within the countries in the                 

continent, while still respecting all nations' sovereignty, discussing each one's rights and needs             

and conforming to UN's vital documents, such as the Human Rights Charter. 

We will follow standard MUN procedure, therefore, at least two resolutions will be             

featured and up for debate per topic. There will be 14 double delegations who will discuss the                 

South Sudanese civil war, the Anglophone Crisis in Cameroon and the Islamic Movement in              

Nigeria, all issues of utmost importance to the African continent. Will you be able to bring new,                 

effective solutions such complex disputes? 
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50,000 individuals have been killed in the South Sudanese Civil War 

https://files.cfr.org/interactive/sites/default/files/2019-07/RTS7JET_SouthSudan.jpg 
 
 

 
 
 

Topic A: Addressing the South Sudanese  
Civil War 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Since colonial times, Sudan was divided mostly in two religions: Muslims in the north              
and Christians in the south, which started causing violence in the country after its independence               
from the UK. In 2011, Sudan was split in two according to the 2005 agreement: Sudan and South                  
Sudan, ending Africa’s longest running civil war in history. However, a couple of years after               
what seemed like the beginning of peace for these countries, a civil war broke out in South                 
Sudan. During the independence, the tensions between the several ethnic groups in the country              
had been overlooked since they all joined to fight for self-determination, however, once the              
country was formed, these tensions arose once again.  

The two major ethnic groups are the Dinka and Nuer. The president, Salva Kiir, was               
Dinka, and, in an attempt to maintain peace, he chose a Nuer vice president, Riek Machar.                
However, this act of unity was short-lived. Besides having ill-suited people in charge of              
important government branches, the international community failed to continue helping the           
nation after its independence. Machar started criticizing the president’s actions and saying he             
would “run against him next election”, and the conflict escalated when in December 2013 Nuer               
forces ran into the Dinka group, resulting in violence. The leaders’ allies started spreading hate               
through their speeches, encouraging civilians to turn against each other and turning a political              
crisis into an ethnic war. Since the breakout of the war, it has only gotten worse with the                  
involvement of other tribes and neighboring countries, the violent retaliation of the groups, the              
competition of resources (such as oil) and the shipment of heavy weapons to the country. 

When UN officials visited South Sudan in 2016, they reported horrible stories of a place               
where the law was not followed and violations, such as the rape of women, has become                
somrething normal. The UN asked for help from the international community, alledging that if              
there was no intervention something similar to the Rwandan genocide would happen, however,             
the world stood by, resulting in more than 50,000 deaths, the displacement of over 2.3 million                
people and over 6 million people malnurished. Therefore, the UN is calling for immediate action               
from the international community. The United States has already proposed a resolution            
concerning an arms embargo to prevent more violence, but it did not pass the Security Council                
for China and Russia have conflicting interests, for example, China exports weapons to South              
Sudan.  

Many neighboring countries are trying to come up with peace talks and end this civil war,                
such as Ethiopia and Eritrea, countries whose leaders visited President Salva Kiir to discuss new               
possible peace agreements late in april. Even with these efforts, the conflict is escalating more               
and more each day. This week, after forces violently attacked peaceful protesters, the             
government proposed an internet shutdown, preventing information from leaving the country and            
making the international community less aware of their horrible conditions. The UN Human             
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Rights Watch is vehemently arguing against this action, but the shutdown is only spreading. The               
conflict, even with the aid of international organizations such as the UN, has no peaceful ending                
in sight and needs to be resolved immediately in order to prevent the loss of more life and the                   
escalation of the refugee crisis in Africa. 
 
 

 
Fears grow of civil war in South Sudan 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/wp-content/uploads/south-sudan-fears-of-civil-war.jpg 
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POSITION OF MAJOR COUNTRIES 

South Sudan 
The South Sudanese government has shown attempts to end this conflict in recent             
actions, however, it is speculated that this has been due to international pressure, coming              
especially from the UN. The opposition leader, Riek Machar, has refused to be part of a                
proposed unity government since he has stated that the parties have failed to come to an                
agreement, but countries are claiming that this unity government needs to be put into              
action and urging both parties to "put their people first" and reach a consensus. The               
president, Salva Kiir, has also stalled the process since he claimed the government does              
not have the money to fund the integration and disarmament of the army. The              
government has many neighboring allies, therefore it is essential that it resolves this issue              
as efficiently as possible with their help in order to stop the major food, health, refugee                
and military crisis currently going on.  
 
Sudan 
Sudan, although not in direct opposition of the government, has been in a difficult              
situation regarding this crisis. It allegedly supports the opposition leader and           
vice-president Riek Machar, however, this fact is not official since it would look very bad               
for the government to go against the South Sudanese government on an international             
scale. On the other hand, Sudan's government is seemingly not willing to support South              
Sudan's government. The country would greatly benefit from resolving this issue since it             
is the country with the main influx of migrants from South Sudan. 
 
Uganda 
Uganda is expressively in full support of the South Sudanese government. During the             
civil war, it has sent approximately 5,000 soldiers to aid President Kiir. Uganda is greatly               
interested in resolving this conflict since it is the second country receiving the most              
migrants from South Sudan, surpassed only by Sudan. 
 
 
Egypt 
Egypt is a great ally of the South Sudanese government in this civil war. Egypt's               
president has shown support during the Renaissance Dam situation and is constantly            
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cooperating with President Kiir throughout the conflict, hosting many peace negotiations           
and attending some in South Sudan under the president's invitation. 
 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

1899 - 1955 - South Sudan is included in Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, beneath joint British-Egyptian              
rule.  
 
1956 - Sudan achieves independence. 
 
1962 -  Beginning of civil war in the north, led by Anya Nya. 
 
1969 - Sudanese socialist and communist group of military officers takes over, led by Col Jaafar                
Muhammad. 
 
1972 - The government allows self-rule for Southern Sudan based on the peace agreement signed               
in Addis Ababa. 
 
1983 - Fight between North and South Sudan after Sudanese President Jaafar Numeiri eradicates              
South Sudan ́s autonomy. 
 
1989 - Military abducts power in Sudan. 
 
2001 - Sudanese Islamist leader Hassan Al-Turabi's party, the Popular National Congress, signs a              
formal agreement with the southern rebel SPLM's armed wing, the Sudan People's Liberation             
Army (SPLA).  
 
2002 - Southern rebels and the Sudanese government agrees on the closure of the civil war.  
 
2005 - The Comprehensive Peace Agreement ended the civil war, providing autonomy for the              
South and elections to a power-sharing government. Former southern rebel leader John Garang             
becomes vice president. A different Sudanese constitution is signed, providing more autonomy to             
the south. South Sudanese leader John Garang died in a plane crash and Salva Kiir Mayardit                
assumes power. In October, the autonomous government is formed as accorded to the peace deal.               
Former rebels administrate.  
 
2006 - Fight in the southern town of Malakal, provoking the death of hundreds.  
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2008 - Conflicts between an Arab militia and SPLM in the Abyei area on the north-south divide. 
 
2009 - Both North and South Sudan accept the ruling by adjudication court in the Abyei region.                 
Leaders attain according to elections of independence. 
 
2011 - The Voting process begins. South votes for full independence. The conflict between the               
security forces and rebels in southern Sudan's Jonglei state causes more than 100 deaths. North               
occupies the border region of Abyei. In June, the governments disband the Abyei area and bring                
an Ethiopian peacekeeping force. Independence Day on the ninth of July. Ethnic conflict in              
Jonglei state leads to more than 600 deaths. 
 
2012 - 100,000 flee clashes between disputing ethnic groups in Jonglei state. South Sudan troops               
occupy the oil field and border town of Heglig for a brief period. 200,000 refugees depart into                 
South Sudan to break away from the conflict. Later on, Sudan and South Sudan agree on trade                 
and oil deals, and a demilitarized area. 
 
2013 - President Kiir sends away cabinet and Vice-President Riek Machar during a             
governmental struggle within the Sudan People's Liberation Movement. President Salva Kiir           
accuses his former vice-president, Riek Machar, of planning to take away his power. Rebel              
groups take control of many regional towns and thousands of people are killed. 
 
2014 - Power fails to end the violence that dislocates more than one million people.  
 
2016 - Riek Machar becomes vice-president in a new unity government, however, he is              
discharged in July. Kenya is no longer part of peacekeeping mission, replaced by Japan.  
 
2017 - President Kiir advocated unilateral truce and signs power-allocation compliance with            
Riek Machar to end the civil war.  
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DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

 
Riek Machar -  is a South Sudanese politician who served as the inaugural Vice 
President of South Sudan, from its independence in 2011 until his dismissal in 2013 
 
Salva Kiir - is a South Sudanese politician who has been President of South Sudan since 
its independence in 2011. He is a Dinka and prior to independence, he was President of 
the Government of Southern Sudan, as well as First Vice President of Sudan, from 2005 
to 2011. 
 
Dinka - are a Nilotic ethnic group native to South Sudan, but also having a sizable 
diaspora population. 
 
SPLM - is a political party in South Sudan. It was initially founded as the political wing 
of the Sudan People's Liberation Army in 1983. 
 
Sudan’s People Liberation Army -  is the army of the Republic of South Sudan. The 
SPLA was founded as a guerrilla movement against the government of Sudan in 1983 
and was a key participant of the Second Sudanese Civil War. 
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FURTHER RESEARCH 

 

❖ https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/civil-war-so
uth-sudan 

❖ https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-14019202 
❖ http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/cvlw_env_sdn.html 
❖ https://globalriskinsights.com/2019/03/south-sudan-war-peace-deal/ 
❖ https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/south-sudan 
❖ https://abcnews.go.com/International/south-sudan-marks-years-vicious-ci

vil-war/story?id=59797433 
❖ https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/south-sudan/south-sudan-c

ivil-war-any-other-name 
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Protests Condemning the Anglophone Marginalization in Cameroon 

https://www.pambazuka.org/sites/default/files/styles/flexslider_full/public/field/image/Protesttors_Ndi%20Eugene%20
Ndi_Nation%20Media%20Group_0.jpg?itok=fgv8khng 

 

 
Topic B: Tackling Cameroon’s Anglophone 

Crisis 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Cameroon's border have been established in 1916, when Britain and France seized the             
territory from Germany, dividing the country and leaving France with the biggest part. As a               
result, around 80% of the population speak French and are denominated Francophones and 20%              
speak English and are called Anglophones. For many years the Francophones and Anglophones             
have lived in relative peace, but over the past 3 years this discrepancy has brought the nation to                  
the brink of a Civil War. The Anglophones, by reason of being considered second class citizens,                
have started protesting in favor of splitting the nation to create a new African country,               
Ambazonia. The protests were peaceful, only being held because the people had grown tired of               
being marginalized by the government and was in need of an outlet to express its wishes. The                 
government, however, cracked down on the protesters, imprisoning leaders of the movement and             
even killing some protesters. This retaliation led the once peaceful protests to fall on the hands of                 
the more extremist population, who not only wanted more rights, but sought independence.  

The country's president, Paul Biya, has been in power since 1982, and his             
administration's side of the story is "at odds" with the Anglophones' tale. According to them,               
most people in the northwest and southwest (Anglophone region) are hostages of separatists, and              
an armed minority controls the population because of its power. The secessionists are known as               
Amba boys and are usually young men who have little more than hunting rifles and spears to                 
fight with. They claim that the military is committing human rights violations and that instead of                
focusing on the "offenders", they target civilians, setting fire to villages and killing innocent              
people. The government, on the other hand, accuses the secessionists of terrorizing civilians and              
attacking authorities. The Ministry of Defense spokesman has publicly admitted that the military             
has set fire to Anglophone secessionist camps and stated that they "cannot fight for a population                
that is not on our side", but has denied killing civilians, further claiming that those are the works                  
of terrorists.  

The United States received some backlash for giving aid to Cameroon's Rapid            
Intervention Batallion (BIR), however they claimed all resources were directed to           
counter-terrorism actions against Boko Haram, in the Northern part of the country. Nonetheless,             
some Anglophones claimed to have witnessed BIR soldiers committing human rights violations            
in their villages, leading the USA to scale back its security assistance. The communications              
minister of Cameroon (who served until January) stated, "You cannot ask the government to sit               
around the table with people and to negotiate the split, the amputation of the nation. This can                 
never take place and will never take place." With the government reluctant to change and the                
secessionists unwilling to compromise, there is no peaceful ending in sight. Hundreds of             
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civilians have already died and half a million have been displaced, according to human rights               
groups. This war has to stop, and organizations such as the UN are here to help. 

 
 

POSITION OF MAJOR NATIONS 

 
Cameroon 
The Cameroonian government has violently repressed the peaceful protests of Anglophones in 
the area, imprisoning leaders of the movement and killing some protesters. This, however, has 
only made the crisis worse since the protests have gone to the hands of the more extremist 
population, people seeking independence. According to the president, Paul Biya, most 
Anglophones are held as hostages under an armed minority that controls the population, however 
this account has differed from the Anglophones' accounts of the situation. The government 
further accuses the protesters of terrorizing civilians and attacking authority. The military has 
already confirmed setting fire to some secessionist camps, but the government denies killing 
civilians and claims this is the work of terrorists. The government is very reluctant to accept 
protesters' ideas, therefore there is no clear solution in sight.  
 
Nigeria 
It is in Nigeria's best interest to solve this conflict as efficiently as possible seen as many 
Camerronians are seeking refugee in the country. Currently, there are more than 35,000 refugees 
in the region, setting back Nigeria in some aspects since it is already dealing with its own 
humanitarian and security crises.  
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

October 2016 - Anglophone lawyers from Northwest and Southwest regions starts protesting to             
require the full reclamation of the law system in their regions. The requests are ignored by the                 
government. 
 
November 2016 - Several of Anglophones march to require dignity for their educational system              
and teachers strike in Bamenda. Police and army reacted extremely violently, causing the death              
of at least two people.  
 
December 2016 - Violent conflicts give forth in Bamenda between anti-government inhabitants            
and security forces. Catholic administrators publish an announcement complaining and the           
government places blame on them for worsening the crisis. 
 
13-14 January 2017 - Agreements with the teachers Union ́s and civil society organizations lose               
value with the police abuses, such as the killing of two citizens in Bamenda. After, Anglophone                
leaders commence “Operation Ghost Town. ”d boycott schools in the Northwest and Southwest             
regions. 
 
17 January 2017 - Schools continue to be closed and ghost town protests aggravate, even after                
civil society leaders are seized. The government shut ceases the internet for a period of 92 days.  
 
23 January 2017 - To discuss grievances, President Biya makes a commission for bilingualism              
and multiculturalism. Anglophone militants disapprove of the ambition. 
 
2 August 2017 - Crisis Group warns of the growing risk of violence in a published report. Over                  
the next eight months, other publications show how communication, dissolution, and reform            
would be helpful to all Cameroonians. 
 
September 2017 - During barbarous overthrow of major protests across towns and villages in              
northwest and southwest provinces, security forces provokes the death of at least 40 people.  
 
1 December 2017 - Consequently after Anglophone separatists caused the death at least 6              
members of the security forces and exploded 4 bombs in Bamenda, President Biya calls for war                
countering the Anglophone separatists.  
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11 February 2018 - Recently, there are many murders of security forces members. Also,              
separatist militias begin kidnapping Cameroonian officials. 
 

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
 

Paul Biya - is a Cameroonian politician serving as the President of Cameroon since 6 
November 1982 
 
Cameroon's Rapid Intervention Battalion - is an elite military force and an army             
combat unit of the Cameroonian Armed Forces. 
 
Boko Haram - is a jihadist terrorist organization based in northeastern Nigeria, also 
active in Chad, Niger and northern Cameroon 
 
Anglophones - consisting of or belonging to an English-speaking population especially           
in a country where two or more languages are spoken 
 
Francophones - Individuals who speak French, especially as a member of a            
French-speaking population. 
 
Marginalization - The process whereby something or someone is pushed to the edge of              
a group and accorded lesser importance. This is predominantly a social phenomenon by             
which a minority or sub-group is excluded, and their needs or desires ignored. 
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FURTHER RESEARCH 
 

❖ https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/09/27/cameroon-must-make-concessions-to
-end-the-anglophone-crisis-paul-biya/ 

❖ https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.dw.com/en/cameroon-holds-dialogue-
on-anglophone-crisis/a-50640762 

❖ https://www.jstor.org/stable/26380430?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 
❖ https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/272-crise-angl

ophone-au-cameroun-comment-arriver-aux-pourparlers 
❖ https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/world/cameroon-angloph

one-crisis/ 
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Protests related to the Islamic Movement in Nigeria 

        https://ichef.bbci.co.uk/news/660/cpsprodpb/0254/production/_108169500_imn976.jpg 
 

 
 
 

Topic C: Discussing the Issue of the Islamic 
Movement in Nigeria 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Islamic Movement in Nigeria (IMN) is an Iranina-inspired Shia group formed around             
four decades ago. The Shia muslim minority is one of the world's largest muslim sects, with its                 
largest population being in Iran and Iraq. However, in Nigeria the Shia population only reaches               
around four million people, which is a very small number compared to the 95 million Sunni                
muslims in the country. The discrepancy between both groups is the belief of who was Prophet                
Muhammad's successor; the Sunnis believe that he chose Abu Bakr and the Shias believe that all                
successors must be direct descendants of Muhammad's family.  

The IMN was formed by Ibraheem Zakzaky in 1980 and controls a big part of northern                
Nigeria, one of its main allies being Iran. This group has caused great controversy in Nigeria                
because it wants to establish a government according to its own Shia belief system, receiving               
emphatic opposition from the government. Nonetheless, the group still consider their leader,            
Zakzaky, to be the main authority in Nigeria, causing them to disregard what the government               
says. The Nigerian security forces, in attempts to repress IMN forces, have used violence in the                
past; a judicial inquiry in 2016 found that over 300 Shias had been killed in combats on the                  
North. Zakzaky was imprisoned by Nigerian forces in 2015 after a struggle that killed many IMN                
and military soldiers and destroyed IMN buildings. Even though the High Court in Abuja              
ordered his release one year later, a state court ignored the ruling, accusing him of "culpable                
homicide, disruption of public peace and unlawful assembly, among other crimes.'' The protests             
continued and gained force while fighting for his release and in July there were violent clashes                
between the group and Nigerian security forces. Although protesters claim some IMN supporters             
were killed, police officials deny it.  

The government has now publicly stated that it has banned the group for considering it a                
terrorist organization. Presidential spokesman Garba Shehu stated that the group is running            
"terrorist activities, including attacking soldiers, killing policemen, destroying public property          
and consistently defying state authority." Ibrahim Musa, however, defied this claim by stating             
that, "All the people we interacted with know that we are not terrorists, because we don't carry                 
arms even during our processions." The ban of this group has led the population to fear a "Boko                  
Haram deja vu"; the IMN could go underground. This poses an even bigger threat to the Nigerian                 
government seen as it already faces the challenge of the Boko Haram terrorist group, leading               
some civilians to plead that the government doesn't repeat its past mistakes. IMN spokesmen say               
that they cannot be compared to Boko Haram since they are a religious group who follow Islam,                 
"a religion of peace", however the government argues that the previously mentioned terrorist             
group also started peacefully and got violent very fast. This conflict is leading to deaths and                
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several human rights violations, urging the international community to intervene and find a             
peaceful solution as efficiently as possible. 

 
 

POSITION OF MAJOR NATIONS 

 
NIGERIA 
 
The Nigerian government is desperately trying to repress the IMN and some violence has been 
reported in the past. The situation is worsened because the group considers its leaders the main 
authority in Nigeria and mostly disregards the president's orders, therefore going against the 
military and common rules. The Nigerian forces have even used force in the past to repress 
protests and in 2016 300 Shias were killed in combat in the North. Zakzaky was imprisoned in 
2015, in a struggle where many IMN and military soldiers were killed, and there were violent 
clashes between the military and IMN soldiers in protests demanding his release. The 
government has recently publicly stated that it has banned the group since they consider it a 
terrorist organization, however the crisis is still going on, with violent protests and a militarized 
governmental repression. 
 

 
Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari 

https://ichef.bbci.co.uk/news/660/cpsprodpb/3993/production/_104593741_gettyimages-953144824.jpg 
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

2000 - Several people were killed in northern Nigeria, due to non-Muslims opposing the 
establishment of the Islamic law and creating conflict with Muslims who request its 
application in Kaduna. 

September 2001 - Christians and Muslims dispute, causing churches and temples set on 
fire. More than 1,000 people were killed.  

May 4, 2004 - The Christian Tarok fighters in the central Nigerian town of Yelwa took 
the lives of hundreds of people, primarily those who were apart of the Muslim Fulanis, 
the world’s largest nomadic group from West Africa.  

May 12, 2004 - Muslim and Christian fight in Kano, leading 500-600 people, mostly 
Christians, killed during a brief period.  

February 2006 - As a consequence of Muslim and Christian mobs, more than 157 people 
died in a short period rioting.  

November 2008 - A local government election amid Muslim and Christian gangs cause 
the death of more than 700 people in Jos.  

July 2009 - Conflicts cause the death of more than 14o people, including Boko Haram 
leader Yusuf.  

December 2009 - More than 40 people were killed in a conflict between the security 
forces and members of an Islamic church in Bauchi. 
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DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

Shia Group -  the Muslims of the branch of Islam comprising sects believing in Ali and 
the Imams as the only rightful successors of Muhammad and in the concealment and 
messianic return of the last recognized Imam  

Ibrahim Musa - is a Nigerian lawyer who was elected Senator for the Niger North 
constituency of Niger State, Nigeria in April 2011 national elections. 

Ibraheem Zakzaky - is an imprisoned outspoken and prominent Shi'a Muslim leader in 
Nigeria. 

Garba Shehu - is the Senior Special Assistant, Media and Publicity to the Muhammadu 
Buhari, the Executive president of Nigeria. 
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FURTHER RESEARCH 
 

❖ https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-africa-4917
5639 

❖ https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-africa-49252841/what-is-the-islamic-
movement-in-nigeria 

❖ https://www.islamicmovement.or 
❖ https://www.dw.com/en/nigerias-ban-of-shiite-muslim-group-risks-boko-h

aram-repeat/a-49789069 
❖ https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-49175639 
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